Stupid Christian Tricks

Stupid Trick Number 4 - Slinging Mud on the Spotless Bride of Christ

I. The Perpetrators


A. The _______________

     1. these are those who are out of church and who pass the buck as a means of excusing their own 

         disobedience to the Word (Heb. 10:25)

B. The __________________________

     1. no matter what is being done right in the church, these will find the things that are being done 

         wrong

         a. they won’t celebrate the things that are being done right, and will assume the worst whenever 


 something appears wrong
C. The _________________
     1. these seem to believe that the church doesn’t exist for the Lord, or for the lost, but for them

         a. they select a church like they would a restaurant – it must please them, and they have no 

 compunction about leaving the table dirty when they leave


D. The “_____________  _______  _______________” Christians 


     1. these are the ones who don’t think twice about losing their temper in public, being a poor 

         witness, behaving with immaturity, using profanity, or being rude and demanding to others 
 II. The Effects


A. Satan is handed an opportunity


     1. what would have been a quickly forgotten incident is used to paint the church in a bad light


B. The lost are given an excuse


     1. each incident is filed away in the “another reason to avoid church” file


C. The Lord is ___________________

     1. former First Lady Laura Bush once said that the most difficult thing about her role was listening 


         to people say ugly things about her husband that she knew weren’t true

 
         a. God desires a spotless bride – not one that has been muddied (Eph. 5:25-27)

III. Diagnosing the Problem


A. When you have a problem, what do you do with it?


     1. pastors, elders, and Christian leaders are ordained and appointed by God for a purpose


         a. do you circumvent that purpose?


     2. when there is a problem, or even perceived problem in the church, the only biblical action is to 

         bring it before those who have the authority to bring correction (2Tim. 4:2; Titus 2:15)
B. How content are you with church as a whole?

     1. compare the number of places you’ve lived with the number of churches you’ve attended

         a. add a “1” for each church you’ve attended over the number of places lived


 i. ideally, your “contentment quotient” should be zero


ii. the only exception would be for a church that has closed down, or that you were called from 

    one church to another for purposes of ministry (and where the former church concurred!)

C. Do you have any habits or engage in any activities that you would be embarrassed for your church 

     leaders to discover?

     1. what is hidden at the moment could be exposed faster than you expect (Num. 32:23)

     2. what is hidden from the church is often exposed before the world

         a. and used as a buffer against the conviction of the Holy Spirit

D. How often do you _____________ about your church?

     1. the malcontents, the AWOL, complainers, and takers will quickly become disillusioned with a 

         biblically functioning church

         a. they will usually start out by bragging about their “new” church; but this is far from a virtue

 i. instead it is a means of slinging mud on their old church


         b. within a short period of time, who they really are becomes exposed


E. How involved are you in the ministry and vision of your church?


     1. spectators are easy targets!


         a. it is far more difficult to turn the faithful into the AWOL, the phonies, or complainers



 i. they see the work that goes into the process



ii. they are more bound together with the Body, and therefore less prone to have areas of 

    weakness go undetected


           iii. they share in the victories, and develop a hunger for the things that God established the 

    church to accomplish


F. How do you ___________________ when others sling mud?


     1. you are not called to be a garbage can!


         a. saying nothing is at best perceived as tacit agreement, at worst as promotion of sin (Gal. 6:1)



 i. we are not given the option of enablement
G. How ______________________ are you in the mission and vision of your church?

     1. God requires us to be invested in that which He has ordained for our deliverance

         a. the ark of God, the Tabernacle, the Temple – each method of salvation and each covenant 

 required those who would benefit from it, to be invested in it         


         b. those who give little of their temporal means, their time, their effort, their abilities, etc., set 

 themselves up for damage and destruction
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